
Minor in Latin American 
& Caribbean Studies

The Latin American and Caribbean 
Studies program offers students the 
opportunity to build a strong base of 
knowledge about one of the world’s 
most diverse regions. Drawing from 
expertise across several departments 
at the college, the LACS minor gives 
students an interdisciplinary context for 
exploring scholarly, professional and 
personal interests in areas such as the 
history, language, culture, art, literature 
and politics of Latin America and the 
Caribbean.  LACS minors also study about 
Latin American and Caribbean cultures in 
the United States.  Students may engage 
in directed studies, internships and study 
abroad opportunities that complement 
their more traditional coursework.  Furthermore, the LACS 
program is committed to community engagement both at 
home and abroad. Minor Requirements:

1 Core Course (3 hrs)
  + Elective Courses (15 hrs)

Total: 18 hours for Minor 

Core Requirements (3 hours)

Students earning the 
LACS minor are required to 
demonstrate intermediate-
level proficiency in a non-
English Latin American or 

Caribbean language, which 
can be satisfied with the 

completion of either SPA 200, 
FRE 200, or in consultation 
with the director for other 

languages.

LCS 200 - Foundations in Latin America and the    
      Caribbean (3 hours)

This entry-level course engages in a wide-ranging 
interdisciplinary discussion of Latin America and the 
Caribbean with an emphasis on the 20th and 21st centuries. 
The course begins with an overview of “Latin America” and 
the “Caribbean” as constructed concepts. It then explores 
several themes central to an understanding of the region’s 
heterogeneous realities, including colonialism, nationhood, 
race, language, and culture. This is a discussion-based course 
that values discovery of and identification with Latin America 
and the Caribbean. Course content will include scholarly 
readings, digital media, art, maps, literature, historical 
documents and other materials depending on the course’s 
particular focus for the semester.
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Electives* (Choose 15 hours)
ANT/LCS 301 – Peoples of Latin America & the 
Caribbean (3 hours)

ART 330 - Pre-Columbian and Latin American Art (3 
hours)

GOV 358 - Politics of Latin America (3 hours)

HIS 320 - Colonial Latin American History (3 hours)

HIS 321 - Modern Latin American History (3 hours)

HIS 322 - Modern Mexico (3 hours)

LCS 310 - Latinos in the United States (3 hours)
 
LCS 344 - Special Topics in Latin American and 
Caribbean Studies (3 hours)

LCS 350 - Costa Rican Culture (3 hours)

LCS 496 - Academic Internship (3-6 hours)

LCS 498 - Directed Study (1-3 hours)

SPA 311 - Introduction to Hispanic Literature and 
Literary Analysis: Latin America (3 hours)

SPA 321 - Histories and Cultures of the Hispanic 
World: Latin America (3 hours)

SPA 350 - Pura Vida: Language and Culture in Costa 
Rica (3 hours)

LCS 450 – Seminar in Latin American & Caribbean 
Studies (3 hours)

*Students may count other courses related to Latin 
America and/or the Caribbean to fulfill Elective 
requirements, including Study Abroad, with 
permission of the director. For more information, contact:

Dr. Timothy Knowlton
Director of Latin American 

& Caribbean Studies
Evans Hall 214

Office Phone: 706.802.6730
Email: tknowlton@berry.edu
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